
 

 

 

 

Week 7: Day 4 

Out of sight! 
 

The Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 1:9 

1. Opening Prayer 

Lord Jesus, crucified, risen and ascended King, you are the sovereign ruler of heaven and earth. We 

come before you today in need of your strength, in need of your presence and in need of your love. As 

we read your Word today, draw near to us, grant us understanding and grant us the willingness to 

respond. Amen. 

2. Read Acts 1:9 

Today we read Acts chapter 1 verse 9 (see below or turn to page 909 of the Church ESV UK Bible): 

9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud 

took him out of their sight. 

3. Commentary 

Having told the 11 apostles (the 12 minus Judas) to remain in Jerusalem and wait for the “promise of 

the Father,” everything that needed to be said was now said. And so, in front of their very eyes, a 

supernatural event took place – an act of God. Jesus was “lifted up” and “a cloud took him out of 

their sight.” There is simply no other way to explain this than to say it was all of God’s power and 

design.  

Between his resurrection and ascension there were occasions when Jesus appeared to the disciples 

and then quickly disappeared. The event of his ascension isn’t such a disappearance. He didn’t just 

disappear, “he was lifted up” visibly “as they were looking on.” This was a decisive moment. The 33 

or so years on earth of the Son of God was finished. Now it was his time be in his Father’s presence, 

preparing for our eternal future.  

His ascension was necessary for the next part of the ministry of Jesus on earth. Except this next 

instalment of ministry would be by the apostles in the power of the Holy Spirit. The apostles would 

be the ones continuing the ministry of Jesus. They would be healing and preaching and bringing 

people to repentance.  
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It is important to consider the significance of the ascension. Seated at the right hand of his Father, 

on the throne, Jesus is exalted and crowned the living and eternally ruling King of kings and Lord of 

lords.  

The ascension of Jesus into heaven doesn’t mark his last visit to earth. As we read in verse 11, Jesus 

“will come in the same way as [they] saw him go into heaven.”  

4. Reflection 

The Nicene Creed reminds us Jesus “will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead.”  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

Article 4 (below) in the 39 Articles of Religion states Jesus “ascended into Heaven, and there sitteth, 

until he return to judge all Men at the last day. 

Article 4: Christ did truly rise again from death, and took again his body, with flesh, bones, 

and all things appertaining to the perfection of Man’s nature; wherewith he ascended into 

Heaven, and there sitteth, until he return to judge all Men at the last day. 

Reflect on the role of Jesus in your life during his ascension and his future return… 

In the present – Jesus is your King. He is your living Saviour. He is preparing your place in his 

eternal kingdom. He in interceding for you to his heavenly Father. He has sent his Spirit into 

your heart to sustain you spiritually. 

In the future – Jesus your Judge will declare you to be righteous, forgiven, having had your 

sins paid by his crucifixion. The next time he ascends to heaven, he’ll be taking you with him! 

All of this reminds us that although Jesus is out of sight, he certainly shouldn’t be out of our minds. 

Consider Jesus continually. Pray to him. Praise him.  

5. Pray the Collect for this week: 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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See you tomorrow! 


