
 

 

 

 

Week 7: Day 3 

An invisible kingdom! 
 

The Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 1:6–8 

1. Opening Prayer 

Lord Jesus, crucified, risen and ascended King, you are the sovereign ruler of heaven and earth. We 

come before you today in need of your strength, in need of your presence and in need of your love. As 

we read your Word today, draw near to us, grant us understanding and grant us the willingness to 

respond. Amen. 

2. Read Acts 1:6–8 

Today we read Acts chapter 1 verses 6–8 (see below or turn to page 909 of the Church ESV UK Bible): 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 

Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth.” 

3. Commentary 

Jesus ordered the apostles to stay in Jerusalem. There was nothing they needed to do. Just to stay 

and wait for the promise of the Father (the Holy Spirit). But they had a question for Jesus. They 

asked: “Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

Let’s dissect that question. There are four parts to it: time, restoration, kingdom, and Israel. The 

apostles clearly had an expectation that Jesus was going to do something. They wanted to know if 

the ‘time’ was now. They had in mind what would happen – restoration. And this restoration was 

the kingdom to Israel. To understand why they would ask this question, we need to go back to the 

Old Testament. Israel’s glory was no longer like it used to be. It was under the rulership of the 

Roman Empire. There were many exiles. The prophets spoke of a time in the future when God would 

restore the glory of Israel. See for example Amos 9:11-15. There was a promise of rebuilding and of 

restoration. And a promise of the “booth of David” being raised. In other words, there will be a new 
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King of the line of David. With that history in mind, we can start to see how the apostles were hoping 

for an earthly King who would restore political independence. Such a hope had lasted for centuries. 

Could this now be the time when Jesus would set up an earthly political independent kingdom of 

Israel? Not exactly.  

Notice that Jesus didn’t deny he would restore the kingdom of Israel. The apostles had heard Jesus 

speak of his “kingdom” on many occasions. But they still hadn’t grasped that the kingdom of God 

goes beyond Israel. It is a spiritual kingdom and therefore an invisible kingdom. It starts in Jerusalem 

but goes “to the end of the earth” and they are to be his “witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”  

And for this witnessing to happen, they need the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is going to the 

Father, the Father is sending the Spirit, and the Father has the authority and knows the exact times 

when the kingdom of God will be fully established.  

4. Reflection 

The Nicene Creed reminds us the kingdom of Jesus “will have no end.” Read the extract from the 

creed below. As you do so, you are affirming your faith in Jesus Christ and his eternal kingdom: 

On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

You can read the full Nicene Creed (and the two other creeds) using this link HERE. 

Article 7 (below) in the 39 Articles of Religion affirms that the three creeds “ought thoroughly to be 

received and believed.”  

Article 7: The Three Creeds, Nicene Creed, Athanasius’ Creed, and that which is commonly called 

the Apostles’ Creed, ought thoroughly to be received and believed: for they may be proved by 

most certain warrants of Holy Scripture. 

5. Further Reading: 

Perhaps you could set aside some time in the future to look at all the Anglican ‘Articles of Religion’ 

using this link HERE.  

6. Pray the Collect for this week: 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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See you tomorrow! 
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