
 

 

 

 

Week 7: Day 2 

The promise of the Father! 
 

The Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 1:4–5 

1. Opening Prayer 

Lord Jesus, crucified, risen and ascended King, you are the sovereign ruler of heaven and earth. We 

come before you today in need of your strength, in need of your presence and in need of your love. As 

we read your Word today, draw near to us, grant us understanding and grant us the willingness to 

respond. Amen. 

2. Read Acts 1:4–5  

Today we read Acts chapter 1 verses 4–5: 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

3. Commentary 

Jesus is about to leave his disciples to ascend to his Father in heaven. Before he departs he arranges 

the logistics and the gift. The disciples are “not to depart Jerusalem.” Instead they are to wait. The 

reason they should wait is to receive the “promise of the Father.” The promise is the Father is the 

third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. Jesus tells them they are going to be baptized. Not with 

water (like the way John the Baptist baptized) but with the Holy Spirit. The person of the Holy Spirit 

was going to come upon them in just 10 days from when Jesus spoke.  

The fact they were instructed to remain in Jerusalem is significant. Jerusalem was the centre of 

everything. It was the place where the Temple was, the place where Jews made their annual 

pilgrimage. It was also known as the ‘City of David’ (King David) and was of course the place where 

Jesus the Messiah (of the family line of David) was killed and resurrected. Jerusalem was the centre 

of redemption. 

The Holy Spirit was going to be the empowering they needed to continue the ministry of Jesus on 

earth. The coming ‘Acts of the Apostles’ could only be possible in the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Virtual Bread 



4. Reflection 

Yesterday we looked at a part of Apostles Creed. Today we’re looking at a part of the Nicene Creed: 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets 

We see in these words that the Holy Spirit “proceeds from the Father and the Son,” Sometimes Jesus 

spoke of his Father sending the Spirit. And sometimes Jesus spoke of himself sending the Spirit. Both 

are true. The Holy Spirit proceeds (comes from/sent from) the Father and the Son. All three persons 

are God – the Father is God, the Son is God and the Holy Spirit is God. The way they relate to each 

other and their roles are different. But they all share the same divine nature. One God in three 

persons. 

5. Further Reading: 

For further reading on the person and work of the Holy Spirit, look at these passages: 

• Genesis 1:1–2 

• Genesis 1:26 

• Genesis 2:7 

• Exodus 31:1–11 

• Luke 1:8–17 

• Luke 1:26–38 

• John 16:4–15 

• 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 

• 2 Corinthians 13:14 

• Revelation 22:17 

 

6. Pray the Collect for this week: 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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See you tomorrow! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1-2&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A7&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+31%3A1-11&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A8-17&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A26-38&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+16%3A4-15&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A19%E2%80%9320&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+13%3A14&version=ESVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+22%3A17&version=ESVUK

