
 

 

 

 

Week 7: Day 1 

Not many days from now! 
 

The Acts of the Apostles, Chapter 1:1-11 

1. Opening Prayer 

Lord Jesus, crucified, risen and ascended King, you are the sovereign ruler of heaven and earth. We 

come before you today in need of your strength, in need of your presence and in need of your love. As 

we read your Word today, draw near to us, grant us understanding and grant us the willingness to 

respond. Amen. 

2. Read Acts 11:1–11 

Today we read Acts chapter 1 verses 1–11: 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 2 until 

the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the 

apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by 

many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 

4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for 

the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; 5 for John baptized with 

water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that the 

Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has 

come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and 

to the end of the earth.” 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he 

was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and said, “Men of 

Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into 

heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

3. Commentary 

Virtual Bread 



Today we’re back to the book of Acts, which we studied in our first month of Virtual Bread. A brief 

recap: Acts was written by Luke, a physician. This is the same Dr. Luke who wrote the Gospel 

according to Saint Luke, what we commonly refer to as ‘Luke’s Gospel.’ He refers back to his “first 

book,” and how he “dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach.” And now in his second book he 

picks up where his first book finished – the ascension to heaven of Jesus. 

In the first few verses we can see that Luke is keen for us to know that Jesus appeared to the 

apostles many times and with many proofs during the forty days since his resurrection and before 

his ascension. Proofs such as when Jesus invited the apostles to touch his scars. Proofs such as the 

time when Jesus ate fish amongst them. It’s clear Luke wasn’t in any doubt about the validity of the 

resurrection of Jesus. And it wasn’t just the physical proofs of his resurrection but also the words 

Jesus was speaking. He was “speaking about the kingdom of God” – a theme which Jesus often 

spoke of before his death and resurrection.  

In verse 4 we see some of the final words of Jesus before his ascension to heaven. He instructs the 

disciples “not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father.” And what is the 

“promise” of the Father? The Holy Spirit! In verse 5 Jesus says, “you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit not many days from now.”  

This week and next we’ll be looking more closely at this promise and its significance. 

4. Reflection 

The Apostles Creed is a particularly important statement of our Christian belief. Below is an extract 

from it, which we see covers the birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, session (seating of Jesus) 

and the second coming of Jesus. Read it out loud. As you do so, you are affirming your faith in Jesus 

Christ and are surely pleasing God in the process:  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the Virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

5. Pray the Collect for this week: 

O God the King of glory, you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph to your 

kingdom in heaven: we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, but send your Holy Spirit to 

strengthen us and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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See you tomorrow! 


